
September 17, 1953 

Dear 'Fracgr 

ThankyouforyW.rcordialnote. I am no less opposed to such awards 
(in psinciple) than ever, but suppose it would taste now to be 
outapoken on the subject. 

Don't be too hard on Dave: while it would 
for him to omittoletyou know his plana 
tifioation for him. It is not 
(Ithinkhemadeadefinitec 
at this tti; and finally, he was 
Europe or would be t 

out of character 
qlote some jus- 
were fixed 
away myself 

u were still in 

Dave's appointmen ; we would have extended thia 
for the month, of co condition to do any work. 
He actually left Madion a few days last week. 
He did not finish the re have done long before. All 
inall,his stayhere was sappointment especially a8 we are 
all perso- very f espect hi.a undoubted intellectual abili- 
ties. I really won't ate the research he did until I get his 
report-- this is a to f comnunicationwe have had with him. 
So I don't know how hi reject, on thq E. coli immunogenetias, 
has panned qut. Cyite was too difficult an enteqrise, as the 
serology o&,ti@a organ usly difficult. Dave did ;nake one very 
ueeful disco 

&or ODW 
, that passing M certain F+ strain8 through very soft 

agar, select motility, often makes these straina F-. The 
mechanism of th 4 effect is quite obscure: 

k 

it may have something to do with 
keeping thembac ia growing in relative isolation from each other at fairly 
high rates. fn experiment, several days' cultivation in the chemostat had 
the same effect e motility has nothing directly to do v~ith it. Ze really 
tie not yet have enough of the fundamental fact8 to be able to speculate very 
sensibly. I don't know whether Dave will be in a favorable pos&tion to con- 
tinue this study; if he does not, we doubtless will. 

In Dave's place, we have recruited a Dr. Aleck Beratein, an 2.D. and 
Dipl. Bact. (London) from England, official& as a projeot associate and 
candidajm for a Ph.D. in genetica. He is an accomplished serologist and 
medical bacteriolo&st, and has had some considerable experience in the 
serology of B. coli. He is already at -work on teat-crosses of the medically 
important E. coli aerotqpes (@~:EL!+ and OlUB5) 

I am not very well-informd on Dave's position. at Wd Sprina Harbor. 
3 had qritten to Demerec about him, in rather general term, and WSF+S~ 
that he algo write to you if he wished. Bryson replied t0 this letter, offer- 



a position under his Arm$ contract. I had mentioned some work that 
Dave had done here on streptomycin resistance, and auppect that the 
contract wiLl be concerned mostly wi.+h drug-resistance. But 1 don't 
know any details. The job offered a reasonably good salary and, though 
I think Dave would have done much better in an academic position with 
some teaching in genetics or zoology, he had very little choice other 
than to take this one. But it will be on a year-&e-year basis, and he 
wKl.l no doubt be available for next year. 

Tracy, I want to be sure that you undera- that I do not hold you 
reeponeible for the negativeaaspects of this business. You gave us a 
very fair evaluation of him. 

and during the summer, I prett 
responsibilities along these 1 
I expect I may be quite eager 
feelings about the matt 
I am sure it would be a 

again at greater len 
at Indianapolis abou 
trip to RlooRlington, 
the IndianaSABand Ao 

e slate of accumul&ed 
a few mDre weeks or months, 

own to work. What are your 
had a single finished chapter, 
to follow your example. 

together to talk about the project 
vitation to visit the r;lLi Lilly labs. 
and thought to combine &is wi$@ a 
s then joined with an invitation at 

itctame to toomrmch and I asked 

epaying your own generous 

Yours sincerely, 

: _,- 

Josh& Lederberg 


